Draft MINUTES OF
THE MONTESSORI ACADEMY
GOVERNING COUNCIL
September 23rd, 2025
THE MONTESSORI ACADEMY
1730 Montano Road, NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM  87107

Present: Alan Li, Mary Chappell, Mary Salazar, Denise Rumley
Absent: Javier Benavidez
Administration:   Piper Curry, Stan Albrycht  
Note taker: Denise Rumley  

Alan called the Regular Meeting of the Governing Council to order at 5:02 pm and confirmed a quorum was present with a roll call vote.  
Approval of meeting agenda   
Mary S’s motion to approve the agenda was seconded by Mary C. and passed unanimously.  
Public Comment 
None in person.  Comments submitted online were read by Alan Li. Comments involved former parents of TMA bringing to the board concerns they had stemming from a recent employee discharge.
Review and approve the Regular Meeting minutes for August 26th, 2025 
Mary C’s motion to approve the minutes for the Regular Meeting, held on August 26th, 2025, was seconded by Mary S and passed unanimously. 
Discussion/Action – Finance Committee 
I. BARS
A. 529-000-2526-0006-M  
1. Mary S’s motion to approve the BAR was seconded by Mary C and passed unanimously. 

II. Expense Reports – Mary S moved to approve the August Expense Report and was seconded by Mary C and passed unanimously.  
III. Chair Update – Audit is progressing. Meeting with auditors next week.  
1. Discussion – Purchase Card 
· All applications are completed. Each card has a checkout form. Eliminates reimbursements. Stan overseas and manages these cards They are kept in a secure location.
2. Discussion/Action – Purchase of furniture for El Pueblo Campus Update
· On hold due to delay in Certificate of Occupancy. New date - November.
3. Discussion/Action – Updated/New Policies
· Policy 336 – Wellness Policy
	addition of school lunch program. Reapproved due to many changes in nutrition requirements. Will be posted within the policy book.
Have a green tag now.
Mary C questioned new hires for the lunch program. “Harrington” oversees the contractor, Canteen. (3 employees provided)
Mary S moved to approve updates to Policy 336 and was seconded by Mary C and passed unanimously.  
· Policy 700 – Child Find
	Add how to identify at risk children ie: homeless etc.
Mary S moved to approve updates to Policy 700 and was seconded by Mary C and passed unanimously.  
· Policy 707 – Placement and Least Restrictive Environment (LRE)  
Mary S moved to approve updates to Policy 707 and was seconded by Denise and passed unanimously.  
· Policy 708 - Discipline and Behavioral Supports
	(10 consecutive school days, or a series of removals that constitute a pattern exceeding 10 cumulative days in a school year.)
	If the conduct is found to be a manifestation, the team must conduct or review an FBA and implement or revise a BIP immediately.
Mary C moved to approve updates to Policy 708 and was seconded by Mary S and passed unanimously.  


· Policy 705 –Individualized Education Program
	 added definitions. Item #4 to #6. #7 New #8 added review and reevaluation and confidentiality statement.
Denise moved to approve updates to Policy 705 and was seconded by Mary C and passed unanimously.  

NEW Special Ed Policies
· 711
· 712
· 713
· 714 – additional UIEP requirements
· 715
Mary C expressed concerns about language - state vs. federal.
Alan moved to approve updates to Policy 711. 712, 713, 714, 715 and was seconded by Mary C and passed unanimously.  
ROLE CALL – motion passes
4. Discussion/Action – Director’s Report
· Current Enrollment 499 – goal 505
· Teachers Observations/Evaluations in process
· Oct 17th fundraising event for student council
· 40th day preparations – 111 IEP’s 

5. Discussion/Action – Director’s Beginning of the Year PDP
Creation of a comprehensive High School Expansion Plan to present to the TMA community. 
ROLE CALL – motion passes
6. Discussion/Action – Board Training
Schedule Attached

New Business – Next Meeting 
The GC scheduled the next Regular Meeting for October 28th, at 4:30 pm.  
Adjournment  
Mary S’s motion to adjourn the meeting was seconded by Mary C. and passed unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 5:52 pm.  
Signed:  
Governing Council of The Montessori Elementary School  
By:    ___________________________________________      
Denise Rumley, TMEMS GC Secretary
